
 
NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale Announces New Exhibition: House of Glackens 

On view from May 14 to Fall 2023, the show glances into the rich family history of William J. Glackens, 
highlighting the timeless theme of filial devotion  

  
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA. — Beginning May 14th, NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale will present House of 
Glackens, an insider's look into the domestic and creative spheres of the William J. Glackens’ family, a 
tight-knit brood made up of patriarch William (1870-1938), mother Edith Dimock (1876-1955), son Ira 
(1907-1990) and daughter Lenna (1913-1943).  
 
This exhibition primarily focuses on William Glackens’ tender portrayals of his own family in their private 
home. Glackens’ wife and children were among the artist’s favorite subjects, leading to their appearance 
in key works such as Artist’s Daughter in Chinese Costume (1918) and Breakfast Porch (1925).  
 
These intimate depictions also make their way into Glackens’ interpretation of the timeless theme of filial 
devotion. While these paintings of mother and child are unequivocally personal portraits, their universal 
subject matter provides viewers with a sense of empathy towards these unknown subjects. In choosing 
to have his family be the actors in his scenes, Glackens’ indicates an openness to making his private life 
public, and allowing his family to be part of the grand narrative of his career.  
 
Alongside this presentation of works by the family’s best-known member are manuscripts, published 
writings and paintings by Edith, Ira and Lenna. These works make clear that creative pursuits permeated 
throughout the Glackens domain, and that while the patriarch absorbed the public’s focus, when at home, 
he was a gifted painter among many.  
 
Curated by the Museum’s Bryant-Taylor Curator, Ariella Wolens, House of Glackens serves as a cursory 
glance into a rich family history, that through the donation of over 1,900 objects to the collection from 
the Sansom Foundation, the Museum continues to unveil and make new discoveries.  
 
Situated midway between Miami and Palm Beach, NSU Art Museum is located in the heart of Downtown 
Fort Lauderdale. The Museum is a premier destination for exhibitions and programs encompassing all 
facets of civilization’s visual history and is widely known for its significant collection of Latin American art, 
contemporary art with an emphasis on art by Black, Latin American and women artists, as well as works 
by American artist William Glackens and the European Cobra group of artists. For more information, 
please visit https://nsuartmuseum.org.  
  

### 
   
About NSU Art Museum 
Founded in 1958, NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale is a premier destination for exhibitions and programs 
encompassing many facets of civilization’s visual history. Located midway between Miami and Palm Beach 
in downtown Fort Lauderdale’s arts and entertainment district, the Museum’s 83,000 square-foot 
building, which opened in 1986, was designed by architect Edward Larrabee Barnes and contains over 
25,000 square feet of exhibition space, the 256 -seat Horvitz auditorium, a museum store, and café. In 
2008, the Museum became part of Nova Southeastern University (NSU), one of the largest private 
research universities in the United States. NSU Art Museum is known for its significant collection of Latin 
American art, contemporary art with an emphasis on art by Black, Latin American, and women artists, as 
well as works by early twentieth-century American artist William Glackens, and the European Cobra group 



 
of artists. Two scholarly research centers complement the collections: The Dr. Stanley and Pearl Goodman 
Latin American Art Study Center and the William J. Glackens Study Center. 
  
Exhibitions and programs at NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale are made possible in part by an endowment 
from the David and Francie Horvitz Family  Endowment, Taylor-Bryant Foundation, Connie Gordon, and 
Sansom Foundation. Funding is also provided by the City of Fort Lauderdale, Community Foundation of 
Broward, the Broward County Board of County Commissioners as recommended by the Broward Cultural 
Council and Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau, the State of Florida, Department of 
State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. NSU Art Museum Fort 
Lauderdale is accredited by the American Association of Museums. 
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