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Just in time:
A Haring
Renaissance

Pop artist Keith Haring has transcended
the 80s to reflect the highs and lows
of a new generation struggling to claim
their queer joy, writes Elio lannacci

Chili crisp is the hottest
condiment du jour —
and here’s how to use
it at home 2

FooOD ART
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immersive project In the Wake
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wide lens on industry rs
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spotted him on MuchMusic, peeping a cameo appearance in Grace Jones's
fident he

video, I'm Not Perfect (But I'm Perfect For You). |
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was 11 years old when I had my first Keith Haring encounter. It was 1986 and |
I ber how
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ing Dwayne Wayne sp les while painting thick, black tribal
patterns across a massive swathe of white fabric. The video's last scene, howev-
er, took my span by it'sa where Jones transforms from
mere mortal to super diva by donning Haring's painted doth. Jones exuded
glamour and androgyny, and in the last few seconds on film, she’s headlining at
a nightclub, wearing and living art simultaneously.

Atthatage, [ didn't grasp th der puréeing, Afrofi or feminist fash-
fon statements at work but looking back, that video was a lifejacket. After see-
ing the video, I started asking questions and found some answers: Haring was
gay and he was cool and he was working with cool people. That simpl
offered a queer Cathollc schoolboy 1 to the church
that demonized homosexuality on a weekly basis.

In its own way, with Jones looking as she did - Black, butch and go:
styled in Haring’s, spectacular art - the pair became a salve from the tyrannical
rules d line and feminine roles on the play-
grounds [ found myself in. In her 2015 memolr, Jones wrote, “Keith understood
me ... [he) knew that I belonged at all points in time, not only in Studio 54 oran
MTV video." Most important, these images offered a hopeful tonic for some-
thing | couldn't define or identify at the time: oppression.
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Haring: In the ‘Don’t Say Gay' state the artist’s hallmarks
of resistance and resilience remain important

FROM P1

Almost four decades later, Haring's vision
is more prescient and powerful than ever
This month alone, the work of the Penn-
sylvania-born artist has managed to cross-
pollinate popular culture, fashson and the
art world m profound ways. Although Har-
ing died of AIDS-related complications in
1990 at the age of 31, his famous guote
about his craft - "Artis nothing if you don't
reach every segment of the people” - s as
prophetic than ever. Decades after passing
away, Haring’s woek is still influending cul-
ture and reaching a wide awdience that
covers the art world, fashion retail, the mu-
¢ soene and a vast number of public
spaces.

For example, the largest Haring work ev-
er made, a 30-foot sculpture called “self-
portrait,” was unveiled in the newly
opened Chicago's AIDS Garden and serves
as a gigantic symbol of Haring’s newfound
rise, Adding to this, a plethora of compet-
ing fast-fashion companses have released
licensed products festuring his artwork.
The laundry list of Haring merch begins
with apparel magnates such as GAP, Uniq-
lo, Simons, H&M, Recbok, Converse,
Brudes, Swatch and Coach, and ends with
indie fashion lines from HighSnobiety and
D] Honey Dijons Decor companies such as
Ruggable and Yellowpop (which makes
flooe coverings and lamges) have also got-
ten in on the Hanng revival, while MAC
cosmetics recently launched a “Red Hari-
ng” Viva Glam Lipstick

‘The artist is also making waves outside
of retail Harirg's first foray into the NFT
game happened in May by way of a psece
called Cash Grab, whase bids started at 1495
SOL (860,000 Canadian). Online auction
house AriNet is currently selling Harings
signed [RL Attack om AIDS screen pring, at
an opening bid of US$so 000, The Istest
sale recorded by Sotheby’s for the artist’s
work was an untitled piece that sold for
USS$5.491,950 in December, 2021 and ac
cording to the auction house, “the average
compound annual retum for Keith Haring
resold at auction between 2003 and 2017
Was 133 cent, and g1 per cent of 74
such increased in value”

Off the auction block, Haring continues
to make pasthumous statements in a cur-
rent exhibition at the NSU Art Museum in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla,, called C
The presentation of 6o-plus works on dis-
play until Oct. 2 explores Haring's multi-
generational influence in the beart of the
“Don't Say Gay” state. The museum's cura-
tor, Ariella Wolens, says theart on display -
satuated in a place where it is illegal to di
cuss sexual otientation and gender identi-
ty in schools - s filled with Haring's hall-
marks; resistance and resilience

“There are very intense social messages
within his art that are uniguely relevant to
what is going on today,” Wolsen says, “Not
only was Kesth outspoken about being gay,

but he akso inc d his

into works about [the iconic New York
queer nightdub] the Paradise Carage;
raised awareness with his Free South Afri-
<a posters for the injustice of apartheid;
and his ACT UP Sience « Death pieces
[were among] the most searing images of
creative response and action towards the
government neglect of the death of count-
less people. He has created markers that
have the power 10 galvanize people”

Haring’s political prowess was a long
time in the making, says Toronto-based
artist Scott Treleaven. *It all started deved
oping when he still was a student [at the
Ivy School of Professional At in Pitts-
burgh] and found out about [Canadian
painter] Brion Gysin,” he says. The first
clwe of Haring's fascination with Gysin
<comes from a 3978 journal entry in which
he writes, “Buy a copy of The Thind Mind ™
He's referring to the book, written by Gysin
and Willlam S Burtoughs, that serves as a
manifesto for emerging artists and belped
shape Haring's own dlustrious career.

The tame had such an impact on Haring
that he went on to collabo-
rate with both Gysin (on a
publication  called  Fault
Lines) and Burroughs (on
works such as Apocalypse and
The Valley). Treleaven aims to
coanect the dots between
this creative threesome with
a book set for release in 2023.
“Gysin and Burrough experi-
mented with cut-ups and vid-
cowith arbitrary edits so they
could  tramscend  the lan-
guage of governmental and
societal control,” be explains,

“A pictographic, hiero-
ghyphic language was developed that side
steps the words ‘gay, ‘queer, ‘transgender,
and even the word ‘love, and presents
them in a way that's immediately legible
on an instinctive and compasssonate level.
It was a very future forward-looking kind
of thing that Haring emulated ™

Treleaven adds that Harng's works
could be viewed as a secret way of commu-
nicating to his communaty. “Haring was a
young gay man interested in codes and ted-
egraphing to the underground in ways that
couldn’t necessarily be read by the main
stream.” he says “If you Jook at the way
that Kesth used his hicroglyphs to talk
about AIDS in a time when you coukdn’t
even get a PSA on television to save peo-
ple's lives, its astonishing ™

In thes way, Haring's warks can also be
read a8 tarot cards and red flags which in-
dicate how hastory may be repeating
“Health services of the eighties were like
the era we're heading into now - over-
taxed, overburdened and underfunded,”
‘Tredeaven says. “Keith saw a place where
syllabic language was failing in this area to
extend CoOmpassion of Lo create awareness,
and so, he stepped in. Those messages are
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There are very
intense social
messages within his
art that are uniquely
relevant fo what is
going on today”

ARIELLA WOLENS,
CURATOR AT NSLJ ART

LAUCERDALE, FL

still so "

Haring's vast archive - which spans so
public art works, mare than 5000 chalk
waorks and a still undetermined amount of
drawings (each one took 20 minutes) over
13 years - is also under academic scrutiny.
Ricardo Montez, an sssociate professor of
performance studses at The New School in
New York, is teaching a class this fall which
examines Haring's mtersections with Gy~
sin and Grace Jones. Built off his work from
has recently published book, Keith Haring's
Line: Race and the Performance of Desire,
Montex's rescarch tackles the often ne-
glected inner workings of Haring's Jegacy
and holds the artist accountable to ideas of
appropriation and gay, white privilege.

The first book of its kind to Jook at Hari
g through critical lenses, it is far from a
take-down of the artsst’s cannon. Instead,
Montez's writing seeks to dial down the
common practice of hero worship at-
tached to Haring and place his work mto a
modern context. In the same way that Net-
flix recently flipped the script on Andy
Warbal's image a8 an inhuman, sexless,
faultless art being in a docu
mentary <alled The Andy
Warkol  Diaries, Montez
hopes  his  research  will
change a few perceptions.

“1 want people 0 think
about the complicated na
ture of Haring's wotk and his
life,” Montez says “What did
it mean that he wholeheart-
adly eng: with BIPOC
people in his work who in
spired him? We see Haring as
this person who transcends
W racial barriers, but there's

something mare happening.
It's pot transcendence, it's someone whao is
engaged in a very complicated relation-
ship with people of calour and it would
benefit us to think about what those com-
plicated fields of contact were in his art and
has and bow they -

Serendipitously, Grace Jones's recemt
performance at London’s Meltdown Music
Festival last weekend brought Haring back
to centre stage, yet again. The icon played
to a crowd of many millennials and Gen Z-
ers, wearing a replica of the larger-than-life
gown Haning made for her in 1986. While
swaying in a gigantic reel of fabric -
marked with Haring’s queer codes and so-
copolitical insignias - Jones sang the song
This Is, containing lyrics such as“Thas is the
key / This is the door” to & new generation
of club chddren.

For the average viewer, this may mean
nothing, but for all the 11-year-olds dealing
with the repercussions of anti-queer dis-
cimination and right-wing legislature
such as the Don't Say Gay bill, this moment
can be a beacon, a talisman or a testament
to the potentiality of LGETQIA + life.
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Clockwise from top left: Grace
Jones wearing a deess with »
Keith Haring designed print in
1987, similar to what was created
for her music video I'm Not Perfect
(But I'm Perfect For You). In 1986
Haring stands in front of part of
the Berlin Wall that he painted
with & crawling baby i Berlin
Keith Haring's work, Untitied,
April 1982, Acryfic on tarp.
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Keith Haring once opened
up a small store in New York
selling moderately priced
“art merch” so people of all
incomes could have access
to his work. His dream lives

on - online and in stores
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HEM Kelth Haring Pendant Key
Ring is part of a colection featuring
hats, footwear, fleece and more
with the artist’s signature shyle.

MAC Viva Gam x Kesth Haeing

Upstick gives back 100 per cent

1o support women and girls, the
LCETQIA+ community and people
fving with or aflected by HV/AIDS.

The Ruggable x Keith Haring
collection lets you bring the kon's
artwork 1o your home, (Ruggable rugs
are machine washable, foo)

This tee from Unigho's collection
of UT: Graphic hees is part of
the retaller’s Pop Art Masters senes
featuring iconography from
Haring, Andy Warkel and
Jean-Michel Basguiat.

Express yourself with shrunken
fees (st right for summer’s
highwasted jeans and shorts)
from The Gap'’s Keith Haring
Collection Arfist Serkes Tee Shop.

Levy.



